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The Honorable John L, deClellan, Chalzrnan
Senste Permaasent Subcrmmittoe o Investiatlons
Cammittae an Goversment Doerstions

United States Senate

Washbiugton, D. C. 20351C

Cear My, Chatrman:

The followdag is 1n Tes ronse to your lotter of 29 Jasuery 1303

Tiar estiviate of the Soviet threat to United States naval forces
i= the sarly 1570%s bas increased somewhat {ram last year as the
vesult of the lotrodaction of 3 new air.to.gurface missile systam

. | for use < Badger bambers. The istroduction
3f the sew missile will srobably result in the retention of Badger D
bossbers iz “aval Aviatl o2 well beyoud the srevinusly esti:nated
shasesut about 1371,
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As you may recall {ran sress rescrts at the thne, the Bowleta
dis layed several new figiter desigus ut the Moscow alr show on
2 Jaly 1767. Twa of these new tyses of fighters will srobably be denloyed
t5 ozerstional units in the sear future. FHistorfcally. the Soviets have
futroduced 8 new or modified desi;n about every two years. The awmber
Bad tyoe of fishter designs iz layed suggestis increased e hasis by the
Soviets on aircraft suitable for use §o conventional or limited warfare.

With res sect to Soviset Tactical Aviation, the ssparest conceras
for contingencies short of geceral naclear war will ~robably resslt in
consideratle effort belng devated to the develosment of more versatile
airceaft, Te eatimate thet oze of the fighters disslayed at the sir show--
the sne w#hich we hmve desiynmted Foxbhat--will becone onerationsl iz
interce tor, attack, and recoanaimsance roles. [Its desloyment in
Tactical Aviation =il srobably begin within the aext two years. The
Boviets alsc dis layed 2 variable wing fighter at the air show..we have
desinated it the Flogger--which {8 shinilar in configuratisn to the U5,
F-1li. We sxoect the Soviets Lo hegla desloyment of this sireraft, or
of anothey new tactical figdter which »robably will bave variable jeomeiry
wings, about 1172, The Soviets also dispsisyed several exserimental
wartical or short take- off a+d landlng fighters st the alr show, asd au
atreraft of that ty e may alss be derloyed with Tacticel Aviation in the
early 1970,

With the advost of more comodox, carable, and costly alreralt,
the casabilties of Tactical Aviation i1l increase, eves though its
aanerical stre. th nay decline somewhat. s estirnate that by 1977
the nusaber of alreralt in aseratissal units will fall within the range from
2,600 ta3, 200, Asis the currest sractice, & larze sumber of older
alreraft will syobebly be retained in reserve as & hedge ajainst any
coutingenty.
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Lazrgely to offset the inck of Righ rerfarmance intercestors, the
Boviets in the sast have ke lar:e numbers of older model alreraft in
service longer than we exected. Tow that new intercestors are belny
desloyed in incrensing sumbers, howsver, the need for extremely large
ausnbers of aircraft for the Hone Alr Defease Forces will dlminish, The
svezall caability of the interce tor firce will crobably imorove significantly
darizg the next decade eves though there is a decline in the namber of
afrevaft. We estimate that the numbers of intercentors in the foren =il
deciing to aboat 2, 375-2, 301 by 1372, snd tz about 1, 300.2, 400 by 1977,
The trend ia the force lavel =ill depend largely on the rate ot which the
Soviets shase out aircrsft sver 15 yesrs old.

it ts hosed that this information will be wsefal to your Subcorumittee.
1f we can be of asy further ansistance, clease let us voow.

Sincerely.
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Richard Helins
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